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1. Keep and Shape Our Places

2. Evolve Our Institutions

3. Promote Greater Engagement  
and Understanding

Program Overview &
Strataegies



Sweet Water Foundation, Chicago

Sweet Water Foundation, Chicago, IL. Photo: SWF
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Sweet Water Foundation, Chicago, IL. Photo: SWF



Keep and Shape Our Places

Sweet Water Foundation, Chicago, IL. Photo: SWF



Sweet Water Foundation, Chicago, IL. Photo: SWF



August Wilson House, Pittsburgh

August Wilson House in 1999. Photo: Bill Wade / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette



August Wilson House and Backyard Theater. Photo: Ed Massery Photography



August Wilson House and Backyard Theater. Photo: Ed Massery Photography



Keep and Shape Our Places

August Wilson House and Backyard Theater. Photo: August Wilson House 



Latinos in Heritage Conservation Abuelas Project. Photo: LHC

Evolve Our Institutions



Latinos in Heritage Conservation’s Congreso event. Photo: LHC



The Soapbox Presents’ public poetry performance at Duke Ellington Circle in Manhattan

Promote Greater Engagement and Understanding
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Number of Grants (By Grant Subjects) 

The leading and primary subject of the 
Humanities in Place program grantmaking 
is Cultural Lenses and Frameworks, 
capturing varied cultural and demographic 
subjects and experiences. 

Black, Indigenous, Latinx, Immigrant, 
Asian, and LGBTQIA+ groups’ places, 
stories, and expressions are supported 
through Mellon’s funding. 

We also support artist-led initiatives, built 
environment projects, and preservation 
and conservation efforts. 
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Cultural Lenses  and Frameworks

Arts

Built Environment

Preservation and 

Conservation

Humanities and Humanistic Studies

Democracy and Justice

Number of Grants by Subject



Workshop Session
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HiP 2022 Grantee Convening 



Grantees at the new Mellon Park convening space. Photo: Yael Malka



Panel Discussion



Workshop Session

HiP 2022 Grantee Convening 



HiP Grantee Initial Insights

intersectionality
contexthistoryplace justice

defined locally art

learning

human connection
place-basedculture

storytelling
shared experience

holistic



Humanities in Place – Our Grantees’ Perspectives

"Calling people in to learn and to 
connect with place, knowledge, art, 
culture, history, and most 
importantly, each other."

Compiled from 2021 HiP grantee survey responses by Spirit for Change Consulting 



Heritage in Africa
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Public event at the AFI in Accra, Ghana. Photo: Africa Futures Institute

African Futures Institute



The W. E. B. Du Bois house in Accra, Ghana.  Photo: Karen Attiah/The Washington Post

W. E. B. Du Bois Museum



Du Bois at his home  in Accra, Ghana with President Kwame Nkrumah, 1963 
Photo:  Special Collections and University Archives, University of Massachusetts Amherst Libraries

W. E. B. Du Bois Museum



Benin cultural and natural heritage.  Photo: Maria Kagkelidou / Heritage Management

Heritage Management Project Africa



27 new heritage managers take part in a 3-day Workshop in Benin.  Photo: Heritage Management

Heritage Management Project Africa



Heritage and cultural managers in Banjul, Barra and Janjanbureh, Gambia. Photo: Heritage Management

Heritage Management Project Africa



Heritage Management Project Africa

Royal Palace Museum in Rukari, Nyanza Rwanda. Photo: KT Press Rwanda
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Questions?

July 8, 2023


